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point out that tbe bill provided for no
searcher to search people, to see if they
had any gold about their persons, or ar-
ticles of jewellery. Were the police to go
on board every vessel to search passengers,
and ascertain what gold they had on
them? Who was to determine whether
an article bad been manufactured out
of Western Australian gold or any other
country’s gold? Were they going to
detain passengers until that point was
seftled? Was it a coime to purchase
articles manufactured out of our own
gold? He thought these two clauses
were altogether unworkable ; and he
should, when in committee, support any
proposal to eliminate them.

The motion for the second reading was
then put and passed.

The House adjourned at half-past ten
o'clock, p.m.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL,
Thursdasy, 30th June, 1887,

Govornor's acknowledgment of the Address in Reply—
Bonded Store at Carnarvon—Roads Bill : irst read-
ing—Exlending provisions of Electric Telegraph
Messapes Act—Blogsaye (Wo. 1) : Forwarding Secre-
tary of State’s reply to the Telegram sent to Her
Majesty on the occasion of her Jubilez—Messoge
[No.?): Replying to Address v correspondence
between the Government and Midland Raileny
Syndicate—Message {No. 3): Ressiectiug renewnl
of contract with Adelnide Stenmship Company—-
Messnge (No. 4} : Forwarding deaft scheme ?or the
Clossification of the Clerical Staff of the Civil Ser-
\’ice‘:i (referred to n select commiftee}—Adjonrn-
ment.

Tae SPEAKER took the Chair at
noon.

PrAYERS.

PRESENTATION OF THE ADDRESS-IN-
REPLY.

At ten minutes past twelve o’clock,
p.m., the Council adjourned to present
the Address in reply to His Exzcellency’s
Speech, and re-assembled at half-past one
o’clock.

Trr SPEAKER announced to the
Council that the Address-in-Reply had
been presented to His Excellency, in ac-
cordance with the resclution of the
House, and that His Exzcelloney had been
pleased to reply as follows : —

“Mgr. SPEAXER AND GENTLEMEN OF

“75E HoNoRABLE THE LEGISLATIVE

“ CouNciL,—

“T thank you for your Address in reply
“t0 my Speech, and T trust that the pre-
“ gent, Session of the Legislature may still
“further advance the welfare of this
“ Colony.”

BONDED STORE AT CARNARVON.

Mg, SHOLL asked the Director of
Public Works when it was intended to
proceed with the erection of the Bonded
Store at Carnarvon?  His reason for
asking the question was this: at the last
session of Council he moved an address
to have a sum placed on the Estimates
for this work, and the Director of Public
‘Works replied as follows: “The resolu-
tion was hardly necessary, as the erection
of a bonded store at Carnarvon was al-
ready contemplated among the works pro-
posed to be executed out of the last loan.
It was intended to erect a bonded store
as part of the tramway accommodation.
The hon. member’s address was therefore
hardly necessary.” Twelve months had
elapsed since this statement was made,
and the work was not yet commenced.

Ter DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. J. A. Wright) replied
that so soon as the present works were
completed, they would be in a position
to know what balance, if any, remained
from the amount included in the Schedule
of the Loan Act, 1884, for the Jetty and
Tramway. If none, the requisite funds
might be provided on the General Esti-
mates.

ROADS BILL.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL (Houn.
C. N. Warton), in moving the first read-
ing of a Bill te regulate the management
of Roads in Western Australia, said the
bill was the same bill as that introduced
last year; but he had gone through the
bill, and a great many amendments would
be proposed in committec.

Motion agreed to.

Bill read a first time,
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ELECTRIC TELEGRAPH MESSAGES
ACT: EXTENDING PROVISIONS OF.

Mr. McRAE, in accordance with
notice, moved that an humble address be
presented to His Excellency the Gover-
nor, praying that he will be pleased to
introduce a Bill so extending the pro-
visions of “ The Electric Telegraphic Mes-
sages Act’’ (38th Vict., No. 6), so that the
Governor with the advice of the Executive
Council may be empowered to bring
under its operation, and make legally
valid and operative, the contents of such
public documents, communications, and
messages as they may from time to
time deem expedient, and which for the
saving of delay and for the public benefit
may he more conveniently transmitted
by the Electric Telegraph than through
the General Post Office. The hon.
member said his object in moving the
resolution was to legalise the contents of
telegraph messages from districts situated
perhaps hundreds of miles from the seat
of Government, The necessity for such
a measure had been strongly brought
before them in connection with the return
of the new member for the North.

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
C. N. Warton) said, if he understood
the hon. member rightly, his object was
to confirm the return of a member for
the Northern Districts, so as to enable
him to take his seat. But, as the law
stood, he was afraid that could not be
done. A bill of this deseription, he was
sorry to say, must be reserved for the
opinion of the Crown.

The motion, upon being put, was
adopted.

MESSAGE (No. 1): TELEGRAM FROM
THE SECRETARY OF STATE: HER
MAJESTY’S JUBILEE.

Tue SPEAKER announced the re-
ceipt of the following Message from His

Excelleney the Governor :

“The Governor has the honor to in.
“form the Honorable the Legislative
“Council that, having forwarded, on
“ Saturday, the 18th instant, the loyal
“telegram of conpratulation approved
“by the Council on the occasion of Her
“ Majesty’'s Jubilee, he has received from
‘““the Right Honorable the Secretary of
“State for the Colonies the following
*: gracious reply of Her Majesty :—

“¢ London, 20th June, 6-20 p.m,
¢ Mo GovERNOR, Western Australia,
‘¢ Her Majesty commands me to
“‘request that you will convey to
“¢Legislature, Municipalities, and
¢ People cordial acknowledgment of
“¢loyal sentiments.
(84.) *** SECRETARY OF STATE FOR
“¢rgE CoLONIES.'
“2, The Governor has caused this
“telegram to be communicated to the
“various Municipalities and to Govern-
“ment Residents and Resident Magis-
“ ¢rates, with a request that it may be
“made known.
“ Government House, 30th
“ June, 1887.”

Perth,

MESSAGE (No. 2): REPLYING TO AD-
DRESSE RESPECTING CORRESPOND-
ENCE BETWEEN GOVEENMENT AND
MIDLAND RAILWAY SYNDICATE.
Tree SPEAKER notified the receipt of

the following Message from His Excel-

lengy the Governor:
“In reply to Address No. 1 of the

«“ Honorable the Legislative Council,

“dated the 24th instant, the Governor

“has the bonor to state that, the corre-

“gpondence of the Government in the

“ matter of the Midland Railway being

‘of earlier date than the favorable tele-

¢ grams which, it is understood, have bee

t yecently received by private persous, ﬁ

“is thought better not to produce any

“ papers, until it shall be seen whether

““the prospect now held out of a re-

“sumption of the undertaking will be

“realised. The publication of corre-

““spondence at the present juncture might,

“it is possible, act prejudicially upon

* the negotiations in progress.

“ Government House, Perth, 30th June,

“1887.”

MESSAGE (No. 3) : CONTRACT WITH
ADELAIDE STEAMSHIP CO.

Tre SPEAKER anncunced the receipt
of the following Message from His
Ezcellency the Governor :

¢ Referring to paragraph 21 of the
¢ 8peech with which he opened the Ses-
““gion, the Governor has the honor to
‘“enclose, herewith, copy of the two
“Contracts now in force between the
“ Adelaide Steamship Company and the
“ Government of this Colony.

#2. These Contracts terminate on the
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* 1st day of February next, and it is neces-

* sary to consider, without delay, what ar- |
“ rangements for the carriage of Her.

“ Majesty’s mails, and for the convenience
“of passengers and trade, should succecd

““those which have been in force, and .

“ which are embodied in the Contracts.

3. The Governor will be glad if the
* Couneil will favor him with their views
“on this important matter; and it is also
*“ suggestod that the future action of the
“ Government with regard to the sub-
“ sidies now paid for the steam services
“hetween Fremantle and London, and
“hetween Fremantle and Singapore,
“ghould receive consideration.

“ Govermnent House, Perth, 30th June,
“1887."

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. |

Sir M. Fraser) moved that this Message
be referred to a select committee, consist-
ing of Mr. Marmion, My. Shenton, M.
Venn, Mr. Loton, the Director of Public
Works, and, by leave, Mr. McRae and
AMr. Sholl.

Mr. RANDELL moved thatthe com-
mittee be elected by ballot, and that the
number be limited to five,

Agreed to.

The following members were elected :
Mr. Forrest, Mr. Keane, Mr. Marmion,
Mr. McRae, and Mr. Shenton.

MESSAGE (No.4): DRAFT SCHEME,
CLASSIFICATION OF CLERKS.

T SPEAKER notified the receipl of
the following Message from His Excellency
the Governor:

“ Referring to paragraph 19 of the
‘“ Speech with which he opened the Ses-
¢ sion, the Governor has the honor to
*enclose, herewith, copy of a draft

“scheme for the classification of the,

“ clerical staff of the Civil Service.
“2, The Governor will be obliged if
““ the Council will take this draft scheme
“into consideration, and will favor him
« with their views thereon.
“ Government House,
“* June, 1887.”

Perth, 30th

Toe COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. I

Sir M. Fraser) moved that this messagze
be made an Order of the Day for Julv 8.
Agreed to.
The House adjourned at ten minutes
past two o’clock, p.m.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL,
Friday, 1st July, 1887

lant und Roliinz Steek of Beverley.Albany Railway
How imnpected—Tolugraph  between Derby nnd
Wyndbow : When to be convirneted=Life Palicy
Protection Bill: Brot reading—DBonded Store at
Corwirvon—>Messave ¢ No, ) @ President’s Speeel atb
Uoloninl Couference—>Mozistrates Jurisdictiiou Ex-
Lension Bill: motion for -econd reading negutived—
Jury Awewlment Bill ;. rajected — Hoa Bill -
second readling; referred to a zelect committee—
Mestage {No. b), Clossiliention of Clerks: referred
to a sclect comaittee--Adjonrnment.

Tue SPRAKER

seven o'clock, pan.

the Chair at

Louk
PravERs,

PLANT AND ROLLING STOCK OF BEVER-
LEY-ALBANY RAILWAY.

Me. PARKER asked the Commissioner
of Railwuys,—

t. If the plant and rolling stock for
the Beverley-Albany Railway is inspected
and approved by him, as provided by the
Contract with Mr. Hordern ?

2. Tf not, by whom is such inspection
made, and where ?

1. \What is the cost of snch inspection,
"and from what Fund is the cost defrayed ?

'Tar COMMISSIONER OF RAIT-
WAYS (Hon. J. A. Wright)}, replying on
July 4, said:

1. The plant and rolling stock for the
! Beverley-Albany Railway are inspected
and approved in England by the Consult-
+ing Engineers for this Colony, acling on
behalf of the Commissioner of Rail-
ways. This arrangement has been made
by the mntual consent of the Govern.
ntent and the Company, as a matter of
convenience, and in order to avoid delay
arising from the rejection of materials
after they had been sent to the Colony.

2. Already answered as above,

3. The cost of inspection is defrayed
from the vote of £2,000 on the current
Estimates under the head of * Super.
vision of Land Grant Railways.” The
accounts have not yot been furnished,
but have been written for,

z

TELEGRAPIL BETWEEN DERBY AND
WYNDHAM,

Me. A. FORREST, in accordance with

“notice, askerd the Commissiongr of Rail-

ways when it was probahle that the tele-

“gruph line hetween Derby and Wyndham,

Ceid the goldfields, would be commenced,
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and for which money was voted last ses-
sion; and what had become of the tele-
graph material ordered ?

Tee DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKES (Hon. J. A. Wright) replied
that the Derby and Wyndham telegraph
would be begun as soon as’ the future of
the distriet was reasonably assured, and
when the development of the goldfields
shall have given trustworthy indication
of the proper route of the line. Half of
the telegraph material had already been
delivered at Derby; the remaining half
was stored at Singapore for the present.

LIFE POLICY PROTECTION BILL.

Tae COMMISSIONER OF TITLES
(Mr. J. C, H. James), in accordance with
notice, moved the first reading of a bill
for the purpose of protecting certain
policies of insurance from creditors.

Motion agreed to.

Bill read a first time.

BONDED STORE AT CARNARVON,

Mr. SHOLL moved that an humble
address be presented to His Excellency
the Governor, praying that he will be
pleased to place on the Supplementary
Estimates for 1887 a sum sufficient for
the erection of a Londed store at Carnar-

von.
Tee DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. J. A. Wright), having

informed Mr. Sholl that the matter was
at the present time under the considera-
tion of the Government, with a view to
the work being carried out as soon as the
necessary funds are available, the motion
was withdrawn.

MESSAGE (No. 5) : PRESIDENT'S SPEECH
AT COLONIAL CONFERENCE.

Tue SPEAKER announced the receipt
of the following Message:

“The Governor has the honor to en-
* close, herewith, for the information of
“the Honorable the Legislative Council,
“copy of the President’s Speech at the
“opening of the recent Colonial Confer-
“ence in London, and copy of the list of
“ Members attending the opening mect-
“ing, on the 4th of April last.

“ Government House, Perth, 1st July,

“1887.”

MAGISTRATES JURISDICTION BILL.

Tee ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
(. N. Warton) moved the second reading
of a bill to extend the jurisdiction of
magistrates. The hon. and learned
gentleman, who was very indistinctly
heard, was understood to say that the
bill had been mainly introduced in the
interests of the aboriginal natives, and
also for purposes of economy in the ad-
ministration of justice, Hon. members
were aware that in a great many cases in
which natives were arraigned for murder,
the erime was the outcome of a barbarous
tribal custom, under which these wretched
blacks conceived that the duty was cast
upon them of taking away a life in return
for another life lost. The custom, as he
had already said, was a barbarous one,
and it was their duty to do ail they could
to endeavor to eradicate these and other
savage customs amongst the aborigines.
The fact remained that whenever a native
murder tried in the Supreme Court was
clearly traceable to this tribal custom, the
sentence of death, though the Judge had
no option but to pass it, was never
carried out; and the apportionment of
the punishment was thus left to the
Executive, rather than to the Judge
who tried the case. The present Inll
proposed to remove tribal murder from
the category of capital offences, and to
constitute it a felony punishable by penal
servitude for life, or for any term not less
than five years. As the country was
put to enormous expense in bringing all
these tribal murders for trial at the
Supreme Court, Perth, no matter how far
distant from Perth the scene of the
murder might be, it was now proposed
to extend the jurisdiction of District
Courts of Quarter Sessions, so far as to
admit of these cases being tried thereat.
The bill also extended the jurisdiction of
magistrates in cases of larceny, by
empowering any two justices in petty
sessions to summarily try a prisoner—
unless they thought the ends of justice
would be better served by commitiing
him for trial—if the property stolen did
not exceed £10 in value. These justices
would have power to sentence an offender,
upon coaviction, to any period of punish-
ment, with hard labor, not exceeding two
years. Another portion of the bill dealt
with the appointment of public pros-
ecutors. It was proposed to give the
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Crown Solicitor power to file informations
in cases committed for trial before Courts
of Quarter Sessions, and of acting as a
public prosecutor. The bill also con-
templated the appointment, temporarily
or otherwise, by the Governor, of any
member of the bar of five years standing
to be a public prosecutor in any District
Court of Quarter Sessions. At present,
he believed this duty in a measure
devolved very oftem upon the police, so
far as conducting the prosecutions went;
and as regards the filing of informations
the committing magistrate very often was
the magistrate called upon afterwards to
adjudicate upon the case which he
himsclf had sent to trial,—which, to say
the least of it, was anomalous.

Mr. PARKER said no doubt the
Attorney General when he framed this
hill Lelieved thav he bhad the good of the
natives at heart. But it was strange
that, after fifty-eight years of colonisation,
there should now for the first time be
discovered a new crime with which these
natives could be charged—the crime of
tribal murder, which, up to the present,
had never been recognised as a specific
crime. Not only had the hon. gentleman
discovered a new crime; he had also
provided new machinery for the trial of
natives who were charged with having
committed this crime. For his part he
saw no necessity for the bill, its real
object apparently being to render the
administration of justice in cases of
native murders less expensive than at
present. He was afraid it was econ-
omy rather than philanthropy that had
prompted the Government in bring-
ing in this bill. The proposal to ex-
tend the jurisdiction of justices in the
direction indicated by the bill as regards
trials for larceny was one which he should
be sorry to see carried out. They had
heard before now of a clerk who probably
had never read a law book in his life
being appointed a magistrate ; and, such
being the case, he objected to the pro-
posed extension of the powers of justices
to deal with cases of larceny as here pro-
posed. The two last clauses of the bill
appeared to him to be altogether foreign
to the title and scope of the bill, and,
being so, he submitted they were out
of order. He referred to the clauses
giving power to the Crown Solicitor in
certain cases to file informations and

to act as a grand juror; and also em-
powering the Governor to appoint any
member of the bar to be a public prose-
cutor in Courts of Quarter Sessions. He
approved of the appointment of the
Crown Solicitor to act as a public prose-
eutor in cases committed for trial at dis-
tricts courts, but he failed to see what
that had to do with the present bill—a
bill to extend the jurisdiction of magis-
trates. He was not going to propose
that the bill be read a second time that
day six months, Dut, in committee—if
the bill reached that stage—he should
certainly move to strike out the two last
clauses of the hill, as being foreign to
the title of the bill, and therefore a vio-
lation of the standing orders of the
House.

Tae SPEAKER said he must cer-
tainly rule that the two last clauses of
the bill were foreign to the title of the
bill. Every clause in a bill should be
germane to the bill, and matters which
bhad no proper relation to each other
should not Dbe intermixed in one and the
same bill,

Me. HENSMAN thought when hon.
members saw the important principles
involved in this bill, which, though a
small one, contained some very serious
propositions, they would hesitate before
they agreed to the motion for its second
reading. He failed to see what necessity
there existed for proposing these import-
ant, and in some respects violent, de-
partures from the law as it now stood.
Certainly no cogent reason had heen
assigned for it; and, if be wore asked for
his opinion on the subject, he should
be inclined to give the advice which
“Punch” once gave to those about to
be married—* Don't”” There was an
old saying, and sometimes it was a true
one, that a certain class of persons rushed
in where angels feared to tread; and,
unless some rore cogent Treasons were
shown for making these sweeping altera-
tions in the law, not only as regards
natives but also Europeans, he for one
should set his face against it. It ap-
peared to him they would be embarking
on most dangerous legislation if they
were to extend the jurisdiction of magis-
trates as was here contemplated; und,
as already pointed out, the bill ereated a
new crime, at present unknown to our
statute. TFor himself, he failed to under-
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stand the meaning of the tendency which
had been shown during the past few
weeks to attack the ancient principles
and genius of the English law.

The motion for the second reading
was then put, and a division being called
for, the numbers were—

Ayes . . 7
Noes 16
Majority against ... 9
ATgs—7. Woes-10.

Mr. E. R. Brockman , My. H. Brockmwan
My. Congdon | Sir T. C. Capbell
Hon. Sir M. Frazer Coptain Faweett
Mr. James | Mr. Forrest
Heun, C. N, Warton Mr. Harper
Hon. J. A, Wright, | DlIv. Honsmun
Mr. Sholl (Tetler.) , Mr. Xeane
Layman
Loton
Mormion
McRae

e, Penrse

M. Jzandell

Mr. Scott
I My, Veno
| Mr. Parker (Teler.)

. Mr.
| Mr
! Mr.

My,

The motion for the second reading was
therefore negatived,

JURY AMENDJMENT BILL.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
C. N. Warton), in moving the second
reading of a bill to amend the laws rela-
tive to juries, said the bill was divisible
into two parts, the second clause being
most important. That clause enacted that
in all criminal ecases (not capital) in
which a jury shall have heen discharged
withont giving a verdict after twenty-fuur
hours of confinement, it shall be Inw-
ful, on the case being again tried, for the
Judge {0 accept o verdict of a majority of
nine. No one had a stronger regard than
he had for the venerable instituiion of a
jury; but the fact remained that amongst
Western Australian juries a disposition
had been shown to disagree. This feel-
ing appeared to be more pronounced here
than 1 England, and a practical difficulty
had been found in the fact of jurors so
ofien leaving the box for the purpose of
disagreeing, under the impression that
they had only to do so to eutitle them to

be discharged. One of the objects of the '

present bill was to remove that impression.
He did not mean fo say that it was
desirable that a conscientious juror should
be forved to aceede to a verdict, aguinst
hig conscience; but he thought that after
twenty-four  howrs  confinement

majority of jurors must have made up
their minds one way or the other. A
majority of nine to three was a consider-
able majority after all; and, in view of
the difficulty he had now referred to, of
obtaining a unanimous verdict, he thought
the House would agree as to the ex-
pediency of the bill. The difficulty he
had mentioned had been brought to his
notice even within his own short experi-
ence of colonial juries. He was sorry to
say it—but he was there to speak the
trmth—that often Fremantle jurors
ghowed a disinclination to convict a. Fre-
mantle man; and the same with jurors
from other towns. He thought that
juries should be taught not to be guided
by private pique and prejudice; and he
thought the remedy here proposed, of ac-
cepting the verdict of amajority of three
to one, would have a beneficial result. It
would be observed that it was only pro-
posed to acecept a majority verdict in cases
1 which the first jury shall have been dis-
¢harged without giving a verdict after
twenty-four hours of confinement. He
was not one of those who admired the
ruling of majorities in all cases. Still, as
a matter of fact, the ruling of majorities
prevailed in this world ; and, for his own
part, he thought it would be justifiable in
the present instance. With regard to
another portion of the bill, which pro-
posed that in liew of payment of
so much for travelling expenses, jurors
should have their railway fares al-
lowed, he thought this was 2 provision
that would commend itsclf to Thon.
members. Economy was sometimes
sneered at; Dbut he thought that in
this instance the economy ailmed at
wounld be acceptable to the House. It
wounld, at any rate, tend to develop a
public spirit amongst us, —that public
spirit which in the ancient days of Rome
was the safeguard of the commonwealth,
and which, when it failed, involved the
degradation and even the ruin of the
state.

Mr. PARKER said although the bill
consisted only of three clauses, and the
third section defined the title of the hill;
still the bill involved a very important
privciple, proposing, as it did, a vital
change in the administration of the
criminal law. He could not help think-
ing that in a question lke this they

the | ought to carefully consider it in all its
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bearings.

Rome, when each was for his country,
and when a feeling of patriotism ruled
the commeonwealth; and the hon. and
learned gentleman suggested that the
same feeling of patriotism ought to guide
even our common juries. But, while the
hon. and learned gentleman spoke in one
breath of this high feeling of patriotism,
he proposed in another breath to confine
these sturdy patriots for a term of
twenty-four hours unless they agreed to
be of one mind. He thought that was
rather cruel, to say the least of it. His
own experience of juries in this colony—
and he thought he might be pardoncd for
saying that his experience was somewhat
more extended than that of the hon. and
learned gentleman opposite—his own ex-
perience of juries was that it had often
occasioned him surprise to find the una-
nimity that prevailed amongst them.
There might be some cause for complaint
in civil cases, but certainly not in
criminal. There was a recent case in
which a jury tried a man three times and
eventually released him. He thought
that in such a case the guilt of the
prisoner must have been very doubtful
indeed ; and who would blame a jury,
under the circumstances, lbecaunse they
did not agres to comvict? He thought
that juries in this colony, as a rule,
arrived at their conclusions with a
wonderful degree of unanimity, when the
case was clear, for or against o man, If
a case was properly put before a jury, he
thought it would be found there was no
difficulty in their arriving at a unani-
mous verdict. "When they did not do so,
he thought there must be some strong
element of doubt in the case; and,
according to the English law, a prisoner
was entitled to the benefit of that doubt.
He thought the policy of modern juris-
prudence had been to deal with jurors as
if they were a body of honest conscien-
tious men; and not to force or starve
them to a verdict, and he regretied that
there should be any proposition made
to revert to the barbarous practice, once
obtaining, of forcing a jury to a decision.
He thought that the Attorney General
would find that if the bill became law it
would, in effect, be inoperative. No Judge
would ever think of locking up these old
Roman patriots for twenty-four hours;

The Attorney General had |and, unless he did so the majority clause
reminded them of the days of ancient! would not be operative.

He thought
that if a Jury were unable to come to a
verdict in twenty-four hours, there must
be some very strong element of doubt
about the case; and it appeared to him
it would be wunfair, when a second jury
was empannpelled, that the verdict of a
majority should be accepted. Under
such circumstances, he thought fhe
prisoner ought to get the benefit of the
doubt. For his own part he saw no
oceasion for an alteration of the law in
the direction here contemplated.

Mr. RANDELL said he had been
sorry to hear from the Attorney General
such a wholesale condemnation of the
juries of this colony. He kunew it had
been stated in the public press that some
measure was necessary to meet the case
of a disagreement among jurors, but, for
his own part, he had nol been able to
follow that argument, He was a great
admirer of the institution of juries, and
he yielded to no one in his admiration
of 1it. He regretted himself that the
Grand Jury system had been done away
with here; and, if he had a vote upon
the subject, he thought he should be in
favor of a Grand Jury rather than of a
public prosecutor. As to the proposed
amendment in the present system of
common juries, he thought it would be a
barbarous thing for a judge to shut up a
jury for twenty-four hours. He thought
it would be absolute cruclty. He believ-
ed thal m fhe majority of cases when
juries disagreed they did so from con-
scientious motives, and that any attempt
to coerce a jury, an honest and conscien-
tious jury, to arrive at a verdict, was
altogether contrary to the scope and
spirtt of the English law; and that it
would not accomplish the object sought
to be obtained by the present bill. The
principle proposed to be introduced did
not prevail in England; it was confined
to Scotland; and he thought it bhardly
became them in a colony like this to
gbolish a law that had prevailed in the
mother country for centuries. He should
have been far more in favor of a verdict
of 2 majority in the first instance, than
that 2 Judge should imprison a jury for
twenty-four hours, and that the verdict
of a majority should be accepted in the
second instance. He was sure the hill
would not accomplish the object for
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which it was intended, and he felt that {man unless they were convinced of his

he could not vote for it in its present | guilt.

shape. He thought, as the hon. member
for Fremantle once said, minorities were
often right ; and he was of opinion that
upon a certain very important consti-
tutional question, a minority of that
Council would be found to be right. Al
any rate, he could not vote for the second
reading of the bill.

Mr. MARMION said that, taking,
not a sentimental but what appeared
to him a practical and common sense
view of the subject, he thought it
would not be wise to alter the present
jury system. If it had been shown
that in England, or in any of the
other colonies, stch a change had been
considered necessary, it might have had
some influence upon him, With regard
to the question of pounds, shillings, and
pence—the question of the payment of
jurors—he should require some argument
before he could agree to the proposed
change. It appeared to him the propo-
sition contained in the first clause was
rather vague, as regards the railway fare
of a juror. As a rule the criminal
sessions lasted several days; but the bill
did not say whether a juror living at
Fremantle or Guildford was to receive
his railway fare every day he attended.
He thought it would be most unfair if
jurors did not do so. Nor was there any
provision made as to whether the fare
should be first or second class, which he
thought ought to bhe decided. He
thought it should be first class fare. At
any rate he thought the question should
be decided one way or the other. He
did not know that he should oppose the
second reading of the Dbill, or propose that
it be read a second time that day six
months; but he did think it was a ques-
tion whether there was any necessity for
sitch g, bill appearing amongst our statutes.

Mgr. HENSMAN said 1t appeared to
him certainly somewhat curious that they
should have waited so long to discover
that they were such a peculiar people as
to necessitate such legislation as this,
The hon. and learned Attorney General
stated—and it was a very serious charge
to make—that juries in this colony went

[

‘What wag the good of locking up
jurors for twenty-four hours? Tnless it
was a man of very weak moral fibre he
was not likely to change his mind; and
where was the consistency of saying that
in the case of a second jury—the first
having been imprisoned for twenty-four
hours, and unable to agree—a verdict of
nine should be accepted ? 'Were the nine
in the second case likely to be more
conscientious, or more intelligent, than
the twelve in the first case ?  He thought
if a juror—whether he be an obstinate
man or a *“cranky” man, or a man of
intelligence—held out a second time, there
must be some ground for it; and, if
there was a doubt in the case, the prisoner
ought to get the henefit of it. He
thought if they began to tamper with
juries they should do so in the civil cases,
where the liberty of the subject was not
concerned. If they were going to accept
the verdict of majorities let it be in civil
cases. With regard to the question of
pay it must be remembered that these
men gave up their business; and it was
noteworthy that the same men appeared
to be summoned on juries in this colony
over and over again. It was different in
a large community, And the pay they
got was 53, a day; and now it was
proposed to reduce them in their railway
tare, Well, all he could say was, the
revenue must be in a very bad way
indeed to require that.. He did not
know how such a proposal would have
affected the Attorney General’s Roman
patriots, but he must say that in justice
to Western Australian patriots, he felt it
to be his duty to move that this bill be
read a second time that day six months.

Mz. A. FORREST formally seconded
the amendment.

Mz, SCOTT said it might seem that
that side of the House was adopting a
spirit of obstruction, seeing the way in
which almost every bill introduced by
the Government was being opposed. He
did not suppose there was any organised
obstruction, or even * veiled obstruction ;”
but he must say that it appeared to him
these bills had been very hastily pre-
pared. He thounght, as regards the jury

into the box determined to make up their system, if any reform was necessary, 1t

minds to disagree.

It was all very well should be in the direction of reducing the

to talk about Roman patriots, but the ! number of jurors, rather than taking any

question was were they going to convicta . steps to coerce them.

He thought the
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bill bad been drawn on a wrong principle
altogether.

Tere ATTORNEY GENERATL (Hon.
C. N. Warton) was sorry to hear such a
word as *obstruction” introduced into
that House. He had seen obstruction
in other places. He thought, howerver,
there was no room and no necessity for it
here. 'With regard to the bill, it was
not so much the cutcome of his own ex-
perience as that of the Crown Solicitor
and of the Judges, who, of course, had
had more experience than he had.

The amendment submitted by the hon.
memher for the Greenough—that the bill
be read a second time that day six months
—was agreed to on the voices,

ROADS BILL.

Ter ATTORNEY GENERAT (Hon.
C. N. Warton) formally moved the
second reading of this bill, introduced by
Mr. Burt last year. The honorable and
learned gentleman made no comment
upon the bill, which, having been read a
second time, was referred to a select com-
mittee, consisting of Mr. Marmion, Mr.
E. R. Brockman, Mr. Harper, Mr. Speak-
er, and the Attorney General.

CLASSIFICATION OF CLERKS (MES-
SAGE No. 4).

The Draft Scheme for the Classification
of the Clerical Staff of the Civil Service,
prepared by His Excellency the Governor,
and submitted to the House by message,
was referred to a select committee, con-
sisting of the Colonial Secretary, Mr.
Scott, Mr. Sholl, Mr. Venn, and Mr.
Loton,

The House adjourned at half-past ten
o'clock, p.m.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIT,
Monday, 4ih 1887.

July,

Material for Telephone Exch.n.uge ‘When indented for
—Immigrants in need by the W.A. Land Co.—
Residence for Medical Oiﬁcer at Grecnongh—Re-
sideuce for Medical Officer at Northom—BMedical
Examinnticn of Immigrants—Survey of line of
Railway from Geraldton to Mullown—Bessage (No.
6): Reports of Commission on Vegetable Products
—DMessage (No. 7) Pro!ubntmn of un mtwn of
trees, shrubs, and ts—Message a. Re—

ntation of the é)o]ony at the Uen i
ition, Melboune—Sugr plementary Estimates, 18'87
—3Small Debts Bill: reading—Inquiries into
Wrecks Bill: first reudlng—Pnsonern mp!oyment
Bill: in committee—Lite Policy Protection Bill:
second reading—Adjournment.

Tee SPEAKER took the Chair at
seven o'elock, p.am.

PrAYERS.

MATERIAL FOR TELEPHONE
EXCHANGE.

Mr. SHENTON, in accordance with
notice, asked the Director of Public
Works :

18t. The date on which the indent
for the wire and insulators for the Tele-
phone Exchange was forwarded to the
Crown Agents.

2znd. What has caused the delay in
obtaining possession of the house, in
Perth, for the Exchange.

Teg DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
‘WORKS (Hon. J. A. Wright) replied :

1. The date of this indent was the
8th September, 1886. The Inspector of
Telephones having been ewployed in
laying the Breaksea Telephone Cable,
this mndent was prepared immediately
on the return of that officer to Perth.
The materials arrived in the celony a
fortnight ago.

2. The difficulty of arranging for the
removal of the late occupant has been
the canse of the delay in obtaining
possession of the house reguired for the
Telephone Exchange.

IMMIGRANTS INTRODUCED BY THE
W.A. LAND CO.

Mr. PARKER, in accordance with
notice, asked the Colonial Secretary to
lay on the table of the House a return
showing :

a. The total number of Immlgrants
introduced to the colony by the W
Land Company, Limited.

b. The number that has left the colony.



